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Review of the year: September 2015 – August 2016 
 

 Fundraising Events    During this year we’ve held a wide variety of 

fundraising events, some were our staples, such as Jumble sales, raising over £600, and 
some were completely new things, such as the Cabaret Evening raising over £160, and a 
pamper and wellbeing evening for parents raising £72. Some staple things we tried in a new 
way – the Quiz Night became the Quiz and Curry Evening, and was one of the most 
successful Quiz evenings ever, raising £575!  

We also held out most successful Mediumship Evening, raising over £570, where over 10 
mediums and psychic practitioners, from local level to international level, gave their time to 
us completely for free. 

Christmas 2015 was very special: Christmas cards designed by our wonderful young people 
raised over £240 and we held our second ever Christmas Fayre, raising a staggering £1288. 

 

 Fundraising from Sponsorship    We also had some interesting 

sponsorship, family and friends of a child attending Downs View were sponsored on the 
Colour Run raising £340, a PHD pledge raised £223 and two parents with two children who 
attend Downs View did the Santa Run, which raised an enormous £1505. This was alongside 
the always successful Marathon, with sponsorship for Downs View totalling £1627.  

 

 Donations and Grants  We also still continue to attract donations and grants 

from wonderful individuals and organisations, including monthly standing orders and several 
donations “in memoriam”. It is incredible to know that in such a time of sadness for families, 
there is such generosity towards Downs View. 

 

 In Memoriam   We also lost our wonderful, always smiling, Honorary President 

Bryan Nobbs this year, known to all of us as Dickie. The Soft Play area was paid for by Friends 
Fundraising of which he was an intrinsic part and his family came to Downs View and 
officially opened the Soft play room for us. We were all able to honour his work, and his 
memory. We still miss Dickie, who always came to Friends meetings, and could be usually 
spotted making teas and coffees at many events such as Jumble Sales. He raised funds for 
disabled children for over 30 years; his is a loss we will feel for years to come. 

 

 Events for Families   As well as fundraising for essential equipment and resources, 

we of course put on events for the children and the young people of the School and College.  
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Some are especially for parents, such as welcome coffee mornings, and Christmas coffee 
mornings, as well as some evening entertainment things such as quiz nights, for everyone in 
the school to meet, relax, and socialise. The Christmas disco is a lovely family event: for 
everyone at school, usually on the second Saturday in December between 6.00 and 8.00 in 
the evening, so it’s early enough for a lot of little ones to still get lots of sleep! The 
atmosphere is always fun and chips and hot dogs with a choice of soft drinks and alcoholic 
drinks for parents usually go down really well! 

The Prom, for the Link College, is always a sparkling affair and this year was a great 
atmosphere for the young people, parents and staff. The Fabulous Family Fun Day at Downs 
View School, held in July each year (weather permitting!) was a great day out for everyone 
involved in the school. This year the climbing wall arrived to us broken, so the company 
brought archery, which a lot of people loved, although we think the wall was missed, 
especially as it can be accessed by so many of the children and young people as it has hoists 
and special equipment.  

 

   As Chair I would like to thank every single person and organization that has made 
Friends so successful this year, all those who volunteered, all those who contributed and 
donated, all those who did things for sponsorship. People have given their time, money and 
energy so selflessly, it’s an honour to have been part of this essential organization for the 
School and College. Thank you to all the volunteers on the Friends organizing committee: 
parents, family members and staff, who give an amazing amount of time for free to help 
make this successful. It’s amazing what we can achieve when we all work together. 

 

Susanne Crosby, Chair of the Friends of Downs View School 

 

Some feedback from the Fun Day 

nice family activity in safe environment 

one of the rare occasions our whole family can really enjoy something 

Always have a fab day with family / friends 

really nice for children to play and see their friends and for us as 

parents to see them interact with their peers and meet parents 

Bouncy castles, BBQ, raffle, tombola and the best is your lovely DJ! 

it’s one of our favourite days out we wouldn’t miss it. THANK YOU! 
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